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&Ç GENERAL AGREEMENT ON *••, 
TARIFFS AND TRADE ,TS£S 27 February 1961 

SCHEDULE I * AUSTRALIA 

Request for Renegotiations Under Article XXVIII:4 

The following communication dated 23 February has been received from the 
Government of Australia for consideration by the Council under item 11 of its 
agenda: 

Australia requests authority under Article XXVIII, paragraph 4, to 
renegotiate the concessions on cotton twill woven sheeting and linseed oil 
accorded under the following items of Schedule I: 

Fart 1 ~ Most-Favoured-Nation Tsriff 

(i) 105(A)(1)(b) Cotton piece goods and piece goods containing a 
mixture of fibres in -which cotton prédominâtes, - •' - -
weighing more than 4 ounces per square yard but 
less than 18 ounces per square yard, of types 
which either as imported or when further processed 
are principally used for manufacture into men's or 
boys' overcoats (other than dustcoats) coats, vests, 
trousers, knickers (not being underwear), aprons or 
overalls, (exceptingpiece goods enumerated in sub-
items (AA) and (F) and piece goods ordinarily used 
as linings or interlinings). 

(ii) 229(F)(3) Oils in vessels exceeding one gallon - linseed, inedible. 

2. The concession under item 105(A)(1)(b) was negotiated with India in 1947» 
The scope of the concession is much braader than twill sheeting but it is only 
in respect of cotton twill sheeting that Australia wishes to renegotiate. The 
concession on the goods other than cotton twill sheeting will be maintained. • 

3. Imports of cotton twill woven sheeting have not been recorded separately 
in official statistics. The following calculation overstates the twill sheeting 
trade as it includes trade in all cotton piece-goods falling within the 
statistical divisions relevant to twill sheeting and entered for home consumption 
under the current tariff classifications 105(A)(1)(b)(1), 105(A)(1)(b)(2), 
105(A)(5)(a) and 105(A)(5)(b). 

4. The foregoing current classifications stem from former item 105(A)(1)(b) 
under which the concession was initially negotiated. 
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Year ended 30 June 1960 

Origin 

United Kingdom 

Hong Kong 

India 

Belgium 

Japan 

Others 

Totals 

«000 Sq. 

178 

1,202 

3,231 

197 

561 

11 

5,380 

yds. '000 £A 

30 

97 

347 

22 

64 

2 

562 

5. The concession under item 229(F)(3) was negotiated with Benelux in 1947. 
India is the principal supplier. The value of imports under 229(F)(3) has 
been: 

(All figures in »000 £A) 

Country -

Argentina 

Belgium . 

Netherlands.. 

India 

Others 

1956/57 

643 

276 

nil 

636 

31 

1957/58 

631 

nil 

69 

865 

52 

1958/59 

437 

nil 

nil 

1,045 

nil 

1959/60 

206 

nil 

nil 

569 

3 

Totals 1,586 1,617 1,482 778 

6». This request for authority to renegotiate is made following receipt of 
reports, of the Tariff Board which recently conducted comprehensive enquiries • 
into the Australian industries concerned. 

7. ' The Tariff Board previously reported on the cotton sheeting industry in 
1958 at which time it recommended that concessional entry be granted to 
bleached twill woven sheeting provided imports did not increase beyond a 
determined quantity limit and so frustrate the tariff protection afforded to 
the Australian sheeting industry.. Concessional entry was terminated in 
January 1960 after imports reached the critical level determined by the Board. 
In it's recent enquiry the Tariff Board has recommended that twill woven 
sheeting be made subject to protective duties which in some instances may 
exceed the rate bound to India. 
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8. The Tariff Board noted that there has been a continuation of the policy 
in major overseas linseed producing countries of processing their seed 
domestically and exporting linseed oil. The Board considered that the 
growing of linseed in Australia was desirable provided the development was 
achieved economically. It concluded that the best interests of growers, 
crushers and consumers would be served by raising the substantive protective 
duty on linseed oil and continuing the concessional entry for such oil under 
prescribed circumstances. 

9. The Australian Government wishes to implement the Tariff Board's 
recommendations at the earliest opportunity and therefore desires authority 
to renegotiate the concessions indicated. 


